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The  Lincoln  Museum 
200  East  Berry 
P.O.  Bx-7858 

Port  Wayne,  Ind.  46801-7858 
James  S.  Eber 
Research  Assistant 


Dear  Mr.  Eber, 


Sorry  to  take  so  long  in  replying.    I'm  on  pension  and  resources  are 
limited.    Enclosing  a  check  in  hopes  that  it  will  help  out  a  bit. 

Am  sending  copies  of  some  items  I  have  here  in       Re search/Library /so  day  t© 
be  Museum.    Don't  have  much  else  in  Lincoln  materials. 


If  you  or  anyone  from  your  Museum/Fort  Wayne  area  are  in  area  and  would  like  to 
walk  in  some  areas  that  Lincoln  walked;  the  door  is  open.    Lincoln  was  in  the  area 
in  1852  as  a  member  d>f  the  Illinois  Militia.    Was  part  of  the  burial  detail  that 
was  here  about  15  May  1852.    Our  "Stillman's  Run  Memorial  Park"  was  where  the 
Blackhawk  War  started. 


Our  Battery-G,  Civil  War  re-enacting  grpup,  has  several  cannons  that  were  in 
the  Civil  War.    Several  of  its  members  were  in  the  movie  Gettesburg. 

Thank  you  for  the  information.     I  will  be  showing  it  around. 


Respectfully  yours  in  History 


i^'  James  L.  Meissen 

Research  Oo-ordinator 
Lt.  Ool. 

Illinois  State  Militia 
Reactivated 


<J005Sai  INST 


'£ni  GoTernmenf^  ,  ^j^^^^Uidi^t  exactly 

'paS^b^u^'-^i^  {Aiiljjept^nleii^e  dpinion 
'  i^t.of  ,ujeii:ifli(^^^^        at  that 
i^liiunei,'i>^g-||^  nearlj 
liUe  ^:c^ytet^~^^iiee(l  not  now 
r  .  '  ^-rr"-      ■  ■, V-  -    - , 

i£<l^«ie  "tjirlifimmp,^^     the  present, 
^I"our  fatlier^Tf^b  framed  the*Gov- 
eiitronier  ly^^hioh  ire^ve.*'* 
'ji  '^hA^Aa  the-  qnesiion  '^l^ch,  according  to' 
t*rt,  those  fatliersnn^erfftbod  jnstas  well, 
even  bettertban  we  do  now  ? 
Ill  is  .this :  Does  tUe  proper  dirinon  of  local 
n^-federal ,  anthoriiy,  or  anything  in  the 
titntion,  forbid  onr  Federal  Government 
itrol  as  ^,«ljiv.erj  in  onr  Federal  Terri> 

ppii  this,  >}^tlgla5  boM^  the  affirmative,  . -r*  -  ^ 
|^pnbllcana  ,i^  negative.  This  afBrmft*  J^^^-^'^l 

^T^iB^m.  y^^i^s,  PKB  81K0LS  OoPT,  4a  ^if  ^if^^ 
'  itJBAiro,  $10.  '■  '^■  9i^^ 


J 


acted  up<. 


J  now  in 
or  any  of 

&tion ;  and  if  the^        how  they  ac«, 
pon  it — how  they  expressed  that  better 
ierstanding. 

n  1784 — three  years  before  the  Constitn- 
n— the  United  States  then  owning  the 
forthwestern  Territory,  and  no  other — th^ 
Congress  of  the  Confederation  had  before  them 
the  question  of  prohibiting  alavery  in  that 
Territory;  and  four  of  the  "thirty-nine" 
who  afterward  framed  the  Constitution  wer^ 
in  that  Congress,  and  voted  on  that  qnestioA. 
Of  theee,  Roger  Sherman,  Thomas  MiflBin, 
and  Hngh  Williamson  voted  for  the  prohibi- 
tion— thus  showing  that,  in  their  understand- 
ing; ho  line  dividing  local  from  federal 
authority,  nor  anything  else,  properly  forbade 
the  Federal  Government  to  control  as  to  slavery 
in  federal  territory.  Tlie  other  of  the  four — 
James  McHenry — voted  against  the  prohibi- 
Uon,  showing  that,  for  some  cause,  he  thought 
it  improper  to  vote  for  it. 
In  1787,  still  before  the  Constitution,  but 
hile  the  Convention  was  in  session  framing 
and  while  the  Northwestern  Territory 
was  the  only  territory  owned  by  the 
Ited  States — the  same  question  of  prohibit- 
slavery  in  the  territory  again  came  before 
^'Congress  of  the  Confederation ;  and  three 
the  "thirty-nine"  who  afterward 
>  Constitution,  were  in  that  Congress, 
on  the  question.  They  were  Wil- 
it,  William  Few  and  Abraham  Bald- 
win;  B^lhey  all  voted  for  the  prohibition — 
jl^wing  that,  in  their  understanding,  no 
le  dlffeing  local  from  federal  authority, 
10^  uiytiuiig  else,  properly  forbids  the  Federal 
Tej(!apiontto  control  as  to  slavery  in  federal 
rrttdty.  '  TiAt  time  the  prohibition  became 
kwr  bei^g^part  of  what  is  now  well  known 
^t|iis(5fdjna)flsey'87. 
The  qnest^cu^l^f  federal  control  of  slavery 
J  tafHtt^^^'leems  not  to  have  been 
ctJy  befoTB^Ipf  Convention  which  friuned 
original  Ct^niti^tion ;  and  hence,  it  is  not 
led  th8t  ,  ti[i{^.'thiVty-nine"  or  any  oi 
while  engagdd  on  that  instrnnient, 
essed  ahT  opiaion  on  that  precise  qn68- 


II.  n- 
jf  tho     - ,  01  -  e- 
bC  sylvania.      It  went 

thro  without  a  word  of 

opposit'  pressed  both  branches 

witho'-  w  'hich  is  eqnivalient  to 

an  r  In  this  Congress 

the  the  "  thirty-nine  " 

fat  ,  original  Constitution. 

Tbi  I^ngdon,  Nicholas  Gilman, 

Wm.  on,  Koger  Sherman,  Bobert 

Morris  '.  Fitzsimmons,  William  Few, 
Abraha  -rfald  win,  Rufus  King,  William 
Fattersi.  Greor^e  Clymer,  Richard  Bassett, 
George  -Read/  P-erce  Butler,  Daniel  Carroll, 
James  I'ladisc 

This  (  .at,  in  their  understanding,  no 

line  divi  cal  from  federrfl  authority,  nor 

anythin  i  the  Constitution,  properly  forbade 
Congr'  >  prohibit  slavery  in  the  federal 
territoly:,  'else  both  their  fidelity  to  correct 
principle,  and  their  oath  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution, would  have  constrained  them  to 
oppose  the  prohibition. 

Again,  George  Washington,  another  of  the 
"thirty-nine,'!  was  then  Pfesidjcnt  of  the 
United  States,  and,  as  such,  ap^rovcfd  jmd 
signed  the  bill,  thus  completing  its  validitjr  as 
a  law,  and  thus  showing  that,  in  his  nnder- 
standing,  no  line  dividing  local  from  federsd 
authority,  nar  anything  in  the  Constitution, 
forbade  the  Federal  Government,  to  oontrol 
arfto  slavery  in  federal  territory. 

No  great  while  after  the  adoption.;  of  th« 
original  Constitution,  North  CarOlfdit  c^ed 
to  the  Federal  Government  the  country  now 
constituting  the  State  of  Tennessee;  and  a 
few  years  later  Georgia  ceded  that  which  nov 
constitutes  the  States  of  Mississippi' Ala-  ■ 
bama.  In  both  deeds  of  oessioit'ilr  wAs  imade " 
a  condition.':  by  the -  ceding  Siitea  that'thf  < 
Federal  Qdx^nment  should'  not  proliibli 
slavery  i&'  iit^'  ceded  country.'  B^sides^  thiS^ 
slaveij  was  then  a(j!>nally  in  ihe  <!eded  coun- 
try. Under  these  circumdtaiioM,  Ounj^eu, 
on  talcing  charge  of  i£hese  coi^ntriasj  did  nol 
abso},otely.,  proiiibit  slavery  witiiln  thetn.  Bv^ 
they  did  interfere  with  it— take  Control  of  it — 
even  tliere,  tq  a  xiertain  extent.   In'  ItiB^ 


if/ 


